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ducted conducted focus group discussions periodic review process
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with young men at Hanoi Medical University
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REGIONAL DIALOGUE AND LAUNCH OF REPORT INTO
COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION

PUBLICATION OF “EXPECTANT FRAGMENTS" A BOOK OF STORIES
ABOUT LOVE MARRIRGE AND PREGNANCY

| remember,

When we hardly knew each other,

Then we met,

Gradually we got to know to each other
Together we talked,

Together we shared,

The joy and the sadness,

From time to time

The feelings grew

We became a couple.

This beautiful poem is from the CCIHP publi-
cation “Expectant Fragments”. This book
collects together more than 70 stories and
artworks produced by ethnic minority pupils
of the Thuan Chau Ethnic Minority Boarding
school in Son La province. It is one of the
key outputs from project “Innovative Ethnic
Minority Youth in Family Planning” which
was funded through the generous support
of the global FP2020 program.

The stories and artworks represent the
emotional feelings of the pupils about, love,
sex, relationships, pregnancy and marriage.
The project showed that the use of commu-
nity-based art is an effective and emotional
way to explore sensitive subjects with
young people that allows them to express
their desires and needs in an attractive way.

Well done to Son and the creative team
who worked together with the pupils in
these empowering art sessions to explore
these difficult issues.
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The launch of a report that reviewed Sexu-
al and Reproductive Health Education in
Lower and Upper Secondary Schools in
Vietnam was warmly welcomed by partici-
pants on 14th September. The objectives
of this review were to assess the content,
implementation and delivery of the cur-
rent school-based sexuality and reproduc-
tive health education program.

The lead researchers Andrea Irvin and
Quach Trang conducted interviews and
focus group discussions with parents, pu-
pils, teachers and officials from the De-
partment of Education and Training.

They also undertook a detailed desk re-
view of the Comprehensive Sexuality Edu-
cation (CSE) curricula in Vietnam against
international standards. The review high-
lighted many inconsistencies and high-
lighted that although intentions are good
there is much room for improvement in
the delivery of CSE in the country.

The report made recommendations to:

¢ Improve the quality of the current SRH
and life skills content in the curriculum.

FURTHER GOOD NEWS FOR A365

Grand Challenges Canada was delighted to
hear that we had secured a grant from
USAID to support children and young peo-
ple with autism, and asked us to re-submit
a proposal for a grant of up to 1 million
CAD. After much work the A365 team has
now submitted a proposal for review, and
we wish them well for success.
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elmprove ;fhe quality of the delivery of

SRH education and life skills in schools.

eUndertake a strategic advocacy campaign
for the inclusion of a stand-alone subject
that includes CSE.

eEvaluate alternatives to school-based
CSE.

Earlier in the month, Tu Anh also took part
in part in the Regional Dialogue on Com-
prehensive Sexuality Education in Bangkok
on 6-8 September. Joining the Vietnam
delegation were representatives from UN-
FPA and from Vietnam Institute of Educa-
tion. The regional dialogue reviewed the
revised International Technical Guidelines
on Comprehensive Sexuality Education by
UNESCO, listened to best practices of CSE
in the region and discussed Vietnams na-
tional action plan for CSE.




